
PERISCOPE 

1 INTRACRANIAL tumours among mental hospital 

patients, with special attention to the 

tumours of the glioma series. 

The incidence of brain tumours among mental patients is no 

Sweater than among patients in general hospitals, i.e. from 0.21 to 1.9 
Per cent. Of the 75 cases here examined 48 per cent, were gliomas 

3?-6 per cent, meningiomas. There is no pure type of glioma in 
e literal sense; 66 per cent, of the gliomas belonged to the group of 

spongioblastoma multiforme. This is an extremely rapidly growing 
tumour, giving rise to acute mental symptoms. The average duration 
0 hfe from the onset of symptoms was only 9. x months. It presents 
Sreat variability in its structure; 16 per cent, were astrocytomas. Here 

e average survival period was three and a half years. In 14 per cent. 
he series it was found that a combined form of glioma, consisting of 

v? fundamentally different types of growth in the same tumour, was 
P^sent. The authors studied the entire tumour in every case in 
?erial sections and think that if this were more widely done an even 
greater number of combined forms would be discovered. One tumour 

presumably formed almost entirely by oligodendraglia. It is thus 
ar that brain tumour may be eliminated from an important place 

arn?ng the causative agents of mental disease. 
Leo M. Davidoff and A. Ferraro (Amer. Journ. Psychiat., 

1929, viii., 599-646, with 44 figs.). 


