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Patients with glioblastoma (GBM) need bold new approaches to their treatment, yet progress has

been hindered by a relative inability to dynamically track treatment response, mechanisms of

resistance, evolution of targetable mutations, and changes in mutational burden. We are writing on

behalf of a multidisciplinary group of academic neuro-oncology professionals who met at the

collaborative Christopher Davidson Forum at Washington University in St Louis in the fall of 2019. We

propose a dramatic but necessary change to the routine management of patients with GBM to

advance the field: to routinely biopsy recurrent GBM at the time of presumed recurrence. Data

derived from these samples will identify true recurrence vs treatment effect, avoid treatments with

little chance of success, enable clinical trial access, and aid in the scientific advancement of our

understanding of GBM.
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